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Paid Summer Public Service Internships and Funding Sources 

  
It is possible to spend your summer doing public service work AND getting paid for it! 
 
There are two ways to do this: (1) Find an actual paid internship in the government or nonprofit sector 
OR (2) Get an unpaid internship and find another source of funding. 
 

(1) Finding a Paid Summer Public Service Internship 
Although you shouldn’t limit your search to paid public service internships (there just aren’t that many), 
many of these opportunities do exist, especially if you are geographically flexible! See Section (3) below 
for a list of paid public service internship programs and other funding sources. Additional opportunities 
can be found on Symplicity, as well as on the following websites: 

• PSJD: When using the PSJD Advanced Search for Job Postings, select “Internship (Summer)” 
under Job Schedule and “Stipend” and “Dependent on Experience” under Salary.  This will 
return jobs with employers that offer paid internships. 

• Government Honors & Internship Guide (“Arizona Handbooks”): This guide to federal, state, and 
local government internships allows you to look up internships by deadline for your class year 
and states whether a position is paid or unpaid. (Cardozo password: Cardozo123) 

• USAJobs.gov: Look for “Pathways” summer internships, which are paid internships that also 
earn you time-in-grade for the Federal Government pay grades. 

 
Once you have an offer, even if it’s unpaid, ask the employer if any funding is available!  Although some 
public service employers post their internships as “volunteer” opportunities, they may have limited 
funds available to pay you and/or at least provide a transportation subsidy. Talk to OCS about how best 
to have this conversation. 
 

(2) Finding Funding for an Unpaid Summer Public Service Internship 

If you get an unpaid internship, there are plenty of potential sources of funding, including but not 
limited to bar associations, foundations, and nonprofit organizations. And these are all in addition to 
Cardozo’s own funding sources, including our Public Interest/Public Service Stipend and the Squadron 
Fellowships in Law, Media, and Society. When looking for other potential funding sources, think about: 

• Your geographic location—in addition to NYC, consider where you are from and where you’ll be 
working over the summer. There may be stipends available specifically for work in your home 
state or hometown. 

• The practice area of your internship—there are many sources of practice area-specific funding, 
such as for work in consumer protection or immigrants’ rights. 

• Any affinity groups with which you identify—there are funding sources specifically intended for 
members of certain groups. 
 

Treat applications for funding with the seriousness of a job application. Feel free to contact OCS for help. 
 
 

https://law-cardozo-csm.symplicity.com/
http://www.psjd.org/
http://arizonahandbooks.com/u/cardozo
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://cardozo.yu.edu/careers/cardozo-ocs-appointment-request-form
https://cardozo.yu.edu/academics/public-service-law/summer-funding-internships
https://cardozo.yu.edu/careers/cardozo-ocs-appointment-request-form
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(3) Sources of Paid Summer Public Service Internships & Other Funding Sources 
Below are some sources of paid summer public service internships and other funding by practice area 
and their locations. Application deadlines may fall anytime during the academic year, so check their 
websites as early as possible and plan accordingly. This is not an exhaustive list. New opportunities 
constantly arise, and additional paid summer public service internships and funding sources can be 
found on Symplicity, PSJD, the Arizona Handbooks (password Cardozo123), USAJobs, and elsewhere. 
 
Animal Rights 
Animal Legal Defense Fund Internships (various locations) 
Advancement of Animal Law Scholarships (nationwide) 
 
Child Advocacy 
Emory Summer Child Advocacy Program (GA) 
 
Civil Rights & Civil Liberties 
Public Advocates Arc of Justice Summer Fellowship Program (CA) 
Human Rights Campaign McCleary Law Fellows Program (DC) 
LGBT Bar Association of DC Summer Equality Fellowships (DC) 
Williams Institute Summer Law Fellowships (CA) 
Haywood Burns Memorial Fellowships for Social and Economic Justice (nationwide) 
Robert Masur Fellowship in Civil Liberties (nationwide) 
Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination Napolitano Summer Internship (MA) 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest Social Justice Summer Internships (NYC) 
NAACP Law Fellow Program (MD) 
 
Communications 
Chairman Robert E. Lee Scholarship and Internship Fund (nationwide) 
FCBA Foundation Law School Scholarship (nationwide) 
 
Consumer Protection 
Janet D. Steiger Fellowship Project (various locations) 
 
Criminal Justice 
International Association of Chiefs of Police Student Internship Program (VA) 
New York County District Attorney Summer Internships (NYC)  
Blask Fellowship (TX) 
 
Disability Rights   
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest Social Justice Summer Internships (NYC) 
 
Direct Services  
Deborah T. Poritz Summer Public Interest Legal Fellowship (NJ) 
Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps JD (nationwide) 
Martin Luther King Jr. Summer Internship Program (PA) 
Michael Maggio Immigrants’ Rights Summer Fellowship Program (nationwide) 
Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization Summer Fellowships (CT) 
Equal Justice America Law Student Fellowships (nationwide) 
John C. Curtin, Jr. Fellowship (nationwide) 

https://law-cardozo-csm.symplicity.com/
http://www.psjd.org/
http://arizonahandbooks.com/u/cardozo
https://www.usajobs.gov/
http://aldf.org/resources/animal-law-events-opportunities/clerkships-internships-fellowships/
http://aldf.org/advancement-of-animal-law-scholarship/
http://bartoncenter.net/about/student-opportunities/internshipsinfo.html
http://www.publicadvocates.org/get-involved/volunteer/
http://www.hrc.org/hrc-story/fellowships
http://lgbtbardc.org/law-students/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/summer-fellowships/
https://www.nlg.org/fellowships/
http://www.nationinstitute.org/prizes/1068/the_robert_masur_fellowship_in_civil_liberties/
https://www.mass.gov/internships-job-opportunities-at-the-mcad
http://www.nylpi.org/jobs-internships/
http://www.naacp.org/campaigns/law-fellow-program/
http://www.fcba.org/foundation/programs/internship-stipends-for-law-students/
http://www.fcba.org/foundation/programs/law-school-scholarship-program/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/antitrust_law/awards_fellowships/steiger_fellowship_project.html
http://www.theiacp.org/Internships
http://manhattanda.org/law-school-summer-internship
http://www.fedbar.org/Chapters/Southern-District-of-Texas-Chapter/Blask-Fellowship-Grant.aspx
http://www.nylpi.org/jobs-internships/
https://www.lsnj.org/Internships.aspx
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/law-school/americorpsjd
http://www.palegalaid.net/martin-luther-king-jr-program
http://www.maggiofellowship.org/index.html
https://law.yale.edu/studying-law-yale/clinical-and-experiential-learning/jerome-n-frank-legal-services-organization-lso/lso-summer-fellowships
http://equaljusticeamerica.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_services/homelessness_poverty/john_j_curtin_jr_fellowship1.html
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Public Interest Law Initiative Law Student Internship Program (IL) 
Dan Bradley Summer Fellowship (CA) 
Goldmark Equal Access to Justice Internship (WA) 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (nationwide) 
QLaw Foundation of Washington Sher Kung Summer Fellowship (WA) 
San Francisco La Raza Lawyers Association Public Interest Fellowship (CA) 
Massachusetts Bar Foundation Legal Intern Fellowship Program (MA) 
Rural Summer Legal Corps Program (various locations) 
Access to Justice Internship Program (TX) 
Hispanic National Bar Association LGBT Division Public Interest Scholarship (nationwide) 
 
Education  
Southern Education Foundation Fellows (various locations in southern U.S.) 
Education Pioneers Fellowship (various locations) 
 
Environment 
Henry L. Diamond B&D Law Clerk (DC) 
New York Bar Association Minority Fellowships in Environmental Law (NY) 
Ted Smith Conservation Internship Program (AK) 
Property and Environment Research Center Graduate Fellows (MT) 
 
General Public Interest 
Hon. James B. McMillan Legal Fellowships (NC)  
K&L Gates Public Interest Fellowship (Pittsburgh, PA) 
Haywood Burns Memorial Fellowships for Social and Economic Justice (nationwide) 
Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles Public Interest Grant (CA) 
South Asian Bar Association of NY Public Interest Fellowship (NYC)  
South Asian Bar Association of DC Public Interest Fellowship Program (DC) 
Asian Pacific American Bar Association Educational Fund Summer Fellowships (nationwide) 
South Asian Bar Association of North America Public Interest Summer Fellowship (nationwide) 
Asian American Law Fund of NY Community Service Scholarships (NYC) 
Fran Kandel Public Interest Fellowship (CA) 
Hispanic National Bar Association LGBT Division Public Interest Scholarship (nationwide) 
 
Government 
Janet D. Steiger Fellowship Project (various locations) 
NYC Law Department Summer Honors Program (NYC) 
New York County District Attorney Summer Internships (NYC) 
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration Summer Transportation Internship 
Program for Diverse Groups (various locations) 
Dr. M.L. “Hank” Henry, Jr., Judicial Fellowship Program (NYC) 
Chairman Robert E. Lee Scholarship and Internship Fund (nationwide) 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (nationwide) 
ABA Business Law Section Diversity Clerkship (various locations) 
Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination Napolitano Summer Internship (MA) 
Oregon State Bar Taxation Section Public Service Stipend (OR) 
New York Bar Association Minority Fellowships in Environmental Law (NY) 
Judicial Intern Opportunity Program (various locations) 

http://pili.org/internships
http://laaconline.org/award/dan-bradley-fellowship/
https://legalfoundation.org/the-goldmark-equal-justice-internship-program/
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/
http://www.qlawfoundation.org/sher-kung-fellowship.html
https://www.larazalawyers.org/fellowship
http://www.massbarfoundation.org/legal-intern-fellowship-program/
https://rurallegalcorps.org/?_cldee=amFjcXVlbGluZS5jaGVuZXlAeXUuZWR1&recipientid=contact-e9049e9cec4fe411adff6c3be5a8a2dc-06a8e4479aa64dccb443e2ad57f02e92&esid=178d5fdd-acd6-e711-8119-5065f38a2901
http://www.texasatj.org/atj-internship-program
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=df9a27c10b6d6ba38ba001440&id=39198baea4
http://www.southerneducation.org/Our-Strategies/Leadership-Development-Efforts/Southern-Education-Leadership-Initiative/Prospective-Fellows.aspx
http://www.educationpioneers.org/what-we-do/education-pioneers-fellowship/summer-fellowship
https://www.eli.org/employment/henry-l-diamond-bd-law-clerk
http://www.nysba.org/ENVMinorityFellowship/
https://alaskaconservation.org/internships/
https://www.perc.org/fellowships/graduate-fellows
https://www.meckbar.org/index.cfm?pg=mcmillan-fellowships
http://www.klgates.com/careers/xpqGC.aspx?xpST=CareersGeneral&key=50b316e7-e458-4e33-b4c1-06d676fe7b5b&activeEntry=7625ac90-abd6-457c-b9a8-e1c6797ed16b&cRegion=704449d7-120f-4bec-b1b9-8b587ce75dbc&cPosition=e44a2e62-7bb8-4afe-9741-085eb8ce945b&cType=lawyers
https://www.nlg.org/fellowships/
http://www.wlala.org/?page=66
http://www.sabany.org/
http://www.sabadc.org/fellowship
http://aefdc.org/
http://www.sabanorthamerica.com/sections-and-committees/public-interest-committee/
https://aalfny.aabany.org/community-service-scholarships/
http://www.wlala.org/?page=66
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=df9a27c10b6d6ba38ba001440&id=39198baea4
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/antitrust_law/awards_fellowships/steiger_fellowship_project.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/law/html/careers/honors.shtml
http://manhattanda.org/law-school-summer-internship
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/education/stipdg.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/education/stipdg.cfm
https://le-gal.org/law-student-center/the-hank-henry-jr-fund/
http://www.fcba.org/foundation/programs/internship-stipends-for-law-students/
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/initiatives_awards/diversity.html
https://www.mass.gov/internships-job-opportunities-at-the-mcad
http://osbartax.com/public-service-stipend
http://www.nysba.org/ENVMinorityFellowship/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/jiop.html


4 
 

Blask Fellowship (TX) 
 
Health  
Spitzer Summer Internship Program (DC, NC, or CA) 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (NY) 
QLaw Foundation of Washington Sher Kung Summer Fellowship (WA) 
Steven Richter Fellowships (nationwide) 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest Social Justice Summer Internships (NYC) 
 
Immigrants’ Rights 
Michael Maggio Immigrants’ Rights Summer Fellowship Program (nationwide) 
 
Intellectual Property 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (nationwide) 
 
International 
American Society of International Law Arthur C. Helton Fellowship Program (international) 
 
Judicial 
Judicial Intern Opportunity Program (various locations) 
Dr. M.L. “Hank” Henry, Jr., Judicial Fellowship Program (NYC) 
ABA Business Law Section Diversity Clerkship (various locations) 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (NY) 
Blask Fellowship (TX) 
 
Labor & Employment 
Peggy Browning Fund Fellowship Program (nationwide) 
Law Student Union Summer (nationwide) 
Gary S. Tell ERISA Litigation Scholarship (DC) 
Michael Weiner Scholarship (nationwide) 
 
LGBTQ Rights  
Human Rights Campaign McCleary Law Fellows Program (DC) 
LGBT Bar Association of DC Summer Equality Fellowships (DC) 
Williams Institute Summer Law Fellowships (CA) 
QLaw Foundation of Washington Sher Kung Summer Fellowship (WA) 
Hispanic National Bar Association LGBT Division Public Interest Scholarship (nationwide) 
 
Policy 
Spitzer Summer Internship Program (DC, NC, or CA) 
RAND Corporation Graduate Student Summer Associate Program (DC, PA, MA, or CA) 
Google Policy Fellowship (various locations) 
Public Interest Law Initiative Law Student Internship Program (IL) 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities Internships (DC) 
Washington Internship on Social Insurance (DC) 
Williams Institute Summer Law Fellowships (CA) 
Public Advocates Arc of Justice Summer Fellowship Program (CA) 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation Internships (CA) 

http://www.fedbar.org/Chapters/Southern-District-of-Texas-Chapter/Blask-Fellowship-Grant.aspx
http://www.healthlaw.org/about/job-opportunities/285-spitzer-internship
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/
http://www.qlawfoundation.org/sher-kung-fellowship.html
http://www.pridelawfund.org/fellowships/summer-fellowships/
http://www.nylpi.org/jobs-internships/
http://www.maggiofellowship.org/index.html
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/
https://www.asil.org/about/helton-fellowship-program
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/jiop.html
https://le-gal.org/law-student-center/the-hank-henry-jr-fund/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/initiatives_awards/diversity.html
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/
http://www.fedbar.org/Chapters/Southern-District-of-Texas-Chapter/Blask-Fellowship-Grant.aspx
https://www.peggybrowningfund.org/fellowships
https://aflcio.org/about/programs/law-student-union-summer
http://www.gstscholars.org/
http://playerstrust.org/programs/michael-weiner-scholarship-labor-studies/
http://www.hrc.org/hrc-story/fellowships
http://lgbtbardc.org/law-students/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/summer-fellowships/
http://www.qlawfoundation.org/sher-kung-fellowship.html
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=df9a27c10b6d6ba38ba001440&id=39198baea4
http://www.healthlaw.org/about/job-opportunities/285-spitzer-internship
https://www.rand.org/about/edu_op/fellowships/gsap.html
https://www.google.com/policyfellowship/index.html
http://pili.org/internships
https://www.cbpp.org/careers/intern
https://www.nasi.org/studentopps/washington-internship-social-insurance
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/summer-fellowships/
http://www.publicadvocates.org/get-involved/volunteer/
http://www.wagingpeace.org/about/opportunities/internships/paid-internships/
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Peter G. Peterson Foundation Fiscal Internship Program (DC) 
Urban Leaders Summer Fellowship (various locations) 
International Monetary Fund Internship Program (DC) 
Southern Education Foundation Fellows (various locations in southern U.S.) 
Supportive Housing Network of NY Epstein Internship (posted on Symplicity in the fall) (NYC) 
 
Tax 
Oregon State Bar Taxation Section Public Service Stipend (OR) 
 
Transactional 
National Public Radio Internships (DC) 
New York Bar Foundation Fellowships & Scholarships (NY) 

https://www.pgpf.org/what-we-are-doing/grants/grantee-list/pgpf-fiscal-internship-program-in-washington-dc
http://www.urbanleadersfellowship.org/
http://www.imf.org/external/np/adm/rec/job/summint.htm
http://www.southerneducation.org/Our-Strategies/Leadership-Development-Efforts/Southern-Education-Leadership-Initiative/Prospective-Fellows.aspx
http://osbartax.com/public-service-stipend
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/181881227/want-to-be-an-npr-intern
https://www.tnybf.org/fellandschol/

