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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, New York, NY 
 Assistant Professor of Law,          2022 – Present 
  
 Courses:  Criminal Law; Race and the Law; Race, the Constitution, and American Empire  

Service: Judicial Clerkships Committee; BLSA Faculty Advisor  
Awards: BLSA Distinguished Faculty Award 

 
Cornell Law School, Ithaca, NY 

Visiting Assistant Professor,          2021 – 2022 
 
Courses:  Criminal Law; Race, the Constitution, and American Empire 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Cornell Law School, Ithaca, NY 

J.D., May 2016, Concentration: Advocacy 
Honors: Cornell Law Review (Notes Editor, Diversity Committee Member); Dean’s List; Freeman Award 

for Civil-Human Rights; Capital Punishment Clinic; Teaching Assistant: Civil Procedure 
(Professor Barbara Holden-Smith) 

Activities:  Latino American Law Students Association (1L Class Representative; President) 
Big Red Invitational Classic Mock Trial Competition (Judge); Cornell Daily Sun (contributor)  

 
Columbia University in the City of New York, New York, NY 

B.A., May 2013, 20th Century United States History 
 Honors:  Dean’s list, King’s Crown Leadership Award, Class of 1939 Research Fellowship 
   Research Assistant to Associate Professor Samuel K. Roberts 

Activities:  Hispanic Scholarship Fund, Latino Heritage Month, Latino Ivy League Conference, Grupo 
Quisqueyano 

 Thesis:   Claiming Citizenship: The Chronicle of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund 1972-1990 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Works in Progress 
 
 Colonizing by Contract, COLUMBIA. L. REV. (forthcoming 2024) 
  
 Other People’s Poverty (with Shaun Ossei-Owusu) 
 

Criminal Jurisdiction in American Samoa, STETSON L. REV. (forthcoming 2024) 
 
Journal Articles 
 

A More Perfect Union for Whom?, 123 COLUMBIA L. REV. F. 84 (2023) (review essay on John F. Kowal & 
Wilfred U. Codrington III, THE PEOPLE’S CONSTITUTION (2021)).  
 
The Dual Sovereign Doctrine and Criminal Prosecutions in the U.S. Territories, 91 FORDHAM L. REV. 1645 
(2023) 
 
Llegaron los Federales: The Federal Government’s Prosecution of Local Criminal Activity in Puerto Rico, 53 
COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. 882 (2022)  
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New York Bail Reform: A Quick Guide to Common Questions and Concerns, 106 CORNELL L. REV. ONLINE 1 
(2020) (co-authored with Beulah Sims-Agbabiaka) 

 
A License to Kill: State Sponsored Death in the Oldest Colony in the World, 86 REV. JUR. U.P.R. 291 (2017) (The 
University of Puerto Rico Law Review)   

 
The Dismantling of Dissent: Militarization and the Right to Peaceably Assemble, 101 CORNELL L. REV. 777 
(2016) (student note) 

 
Live and Let Die: Puerto Rico—The Unincorporated Jewel of the Caribbean, 2 CORNELL INT’L L.J. ONLINE 145 
(2014)  
 

SELECT LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Hon. Juan R. Torruella, United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, San Juan, PR 
 Judicial Law Clerk,           2020 – 2021 
 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, New York, NY 
 Associate,            2019 – 2020 
 Summer Associate,           Summer 2015 
 
Center for Appellate Litigation, New York, NY 
 Appellate Counsel,           2018 – 2019 
 
Hon. Nelson Stephen Román, U.S. District Court, SDNY, White Plains, NY 
 Judicial Law Clerk,           2017 – 2018 
 
Justice 360, Columbia, South Carolina  
 Fellowship Attorney,           2016 – 2017 
 
LatinoJustice PRLDEF, New York, NY 
 Legal Extern,            Fall 2015  
 
Bronx Defenders, Bronx, NY 
 Legal Intern,           Summer 2014 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 

Guest Lecture, The Insular Cases and Constitutional Rights in the U.S. Territories, Brooklyn Law School 
(October 2023)  
 
Commentator, The Future of the Criminal Legal System, Cardozo Journal of Conflict Resolution Symposium 
(October 2023) 
 
Moderator, Fifth Annual Symposium on Race and Ethnicity for Defense Lawyers, Brooklyn Law School 
(September 2023) 
 
The New Insular Cases, U.S. Territories – Separate and Unequal, New York City Bar Association (September 
2023) 

 
Colonizing by Contract,  

• Emory Law School Faculty Workshop (January 2024) 
• CrimFest, Brooklyn Law School (July 2023)  
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• Decarceration Workshop, virtual (July 2023) 
• John Mercer Langston Writing Workshop, CUNY Law School (July 2023) 
• Junior Faculty Forum, University of Richmond School of Law (June 2023) 
• Culp Colloquium, Duke Law School (June 2023) 

 
The Shame of the Colonies, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, San Juan, Puerto Rico (June 2023)  

 
The Colonies’ “United States Problem,” Fordham Law Review Symposium—An Anomalous Status: Rights and 
Wrongs in the U.S. Territories (October 2022) 
 
The Dual Sovereign Doctrine and Criminal Prosecutions in the U.S. Territories 

• Cardozo School of Law Junior Faculty Workshop (October 2022) 
• University of Connecticut School of Law Faculty Workshop (September 2022) 
• Michael A. Olivas Writing Institute, (July 2022) 

 
Discussing The Insular Cases, Columbia Human Rights Law Review Symposium on the Insular Cases (April 
2022) 
 
Co-facilitator, Race, Policing and Criminal “Justice,” National Habeas Assistance and Training Counsel (June 
2021)  

 
Panelist, Disturbing Schools Town Hall Re S.C. S.B. 131, Columbia, S.C. (March 2017)  

 
Panelist, Ava DuVernay’s 13th Panel Discussion, Richland County Public Library, Columbia, S.C. (February 
2017)  

 
The Puerto Rican Colony and the Reimagining of Law and History, 11th Annual Inter-University Graduate 
Conference, Cornell Law School (April 2015) 

 
BAR ADMISSION  
 

New Jersey; New York; U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York; U.S. District Court, Eastern District 
of New York 

 
SERVICE 

 
LatinoJustice PRLDEF Líderes Young Professional Board (2020-present; Executive Board, 2022-present; Chair, 
Líderes Litigation committee 2022-2023)  
New York City Bar Association: Education and the Law Committee (2017-2019); Puerto Rico Task Force (2019–
present) 
New York State Bar Association: Task Force on the U.S. Territories (2022-present) 
Cornell Young Professional Network, Executive Board (2019-2021)  
Latino Lawyers of Cornell, Member (2018-present)  

 
SKILLS AND INTERESTS 
 

Fluent in written and spoken Spanish.  Interested in drums, guitar, trumpet, soccer, baseball, and theology.  
 


