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The School
Founded in 1991, CEU’s mission has been to promote the idea and practice of open societies and foster emerging democracies by offering high-level education for young scholars and future academic and social leaders of Central and Eastern Europe, Balkans and ex-Soviet republics. Today, CEU has become an internationally acclaimed institution of graduate education dedicated to interdisciplinary research based on the shifting boundary between the local and the universal. CEU has a truly international faculty and a student body representing more than sixty countries from all over the world. The University offers only Master’s and doctoral level degrees.  In addition to the legal studies program, which is one of the largest and most acclaimed, the University also offers programs in Economics, Environmental Sciences and Policy, Gender Studies, History, International Relations and European Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Public Policy and Business. CEU students come from over 100 countries over five continents. The language of instruction and communication is English. 
The Department of Legal Studies welcomes M.A., LL.M., S.J.D. and exchange students from all over the world. Approximately 80 students are enrolled in a graduate legal studies program in a given year.  The departments benefits from some full-time faculty but also welcomes regular visiting faculty from all over the world through long-term affiliations with CEU.  The legal studies section of the library boasts the largest English language resources and database access in all of Hungary.
Location 
CEU is located in the center of Budapest, the capital of Hungary and one of the most beautiful and elegant European cities.  Located on the shores of the River Danube, Budapest possesses a rich and fascinating history as well as a vibrant cultural life.  

Calendar
CEU generally hosts students in the fall semester only.  The academic calendar runs in modules, with the first beginning in August, and the third ending in December.  See http://www.ceu.hu/studentlife for a link to the most current calendar.  Exchange students generally enroll for two modules, usually the second and third modules of the fall semester.  Occasionally, exchange students attend in the spring semester, though 3Ls will not be able to receive their grades in time for certification for the bar exam.

Application
After receiving approval from Cardozo for study at CEU, the selected student(s) must also submit an application to CEU online at https://apply.embark.com/NonDegree/CEU/10/.  Applications must be accompanied by a letter of recommendation, a statement of purpose, a resume and an uploaded transcript.  All documents should be uploaded on the system; Cardozo applicants should provide the name and contact information of the Cardozo Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs for the name of the recommender and for the institutional consent.

Language of Instruction
All courses at CEU are taught in English.

Courses
The CEU Legal Studies Program is divided into four programs: the Comparative Constitutional Law Program (CCL), the International Business Law Program (IBL), the Economic and Legal Studies Program (EconLaw), and the Human Rights Program (HR).  These programs attract M.A. and LL.M. students from all over the world.  Students enrolled in JD Programs at American Law Schools may enroll for a semester in any of three LL.M. programs offered by CEU’s Department of Legal Studies:
· Comparative Constitutional Law
The program in Comparative Constitutional Law includes intensive courses on the main problems of government, constitutionalism and the rule-of-law, on constitutional and minority rights and on issues that are relevant to the international legal system. Practical constitutional problems are presented in the light of their theoretical underpinnings, and in their historical, political and social context. Courses conducted by the international faculty cover the constitutional experience of established, new and nascent democracies. 
· Human Rights Law 
The Human Rights Program is intended to provide a theoretical grounding in traditional and alternative approaches to human rights protection. It offers practical instruction on the specific legal mechanisms and institutional processes which organizations can use to effectively approach the human rights issues confronting transitional and already established democracies today, such as international and regional litigation and participation in international human rights protection mechanisms. The program also includes analyses of major relevant events worldwide. 
· International Business Law

The program in International Business Law focuses on the fundamental institutions of a market economy with special reference to international business transactions. There are opportunities for in-depth examination of theoretical, financial and contractual matters, and methods of dispute resolution. A strong concentration of courses on the law of the European Union is offered for students focusing on this area of international business law.

For the list of course offerings and academic program structure at CEU/Legal Studies visit http://legal.ceu.hu/
Please note that the schedules for International Business Law may conflict with those of the other two programs, so students generally must choose one or the other for each module.
Program in Media, Information and Communications Policy 
In addition, interested students may take courses in the Center for Media, Data and Society in the School of Public Policy (DPP)  (Fall semester only).  The Program provides students with a thorough understanding of European policies, regulation, instruments and actors in the area of media and telecommunications. The curriculum is designed to provide a detailed and systematic analysis of how political institutions, processes and public policies operate, conflict and interact with one another.  

Students may earn a maximum of four Cardozo credits (equivalent to approximately 5.5 CEU credits) toward the Cardozo degree provided students have not already exhausted their non-law credits, and that students maintain the minimum number of credits in law-related classes as required by the New York State Court of Appeals.  Please be sure to visit the Office of Student Services and Advising to ensure that credits earned in this program will count toward your Cardozo degree.
To see the courses offered by the Center of Media, Data and Society, please see http://cmds.ceu.hu/
Registration 

· At Cardozo
Once approved, students must register during their regularly scheduled registration time for 12 credits of generic study abroad through the Office of the Registrar. Registration must be done in person, via fax to 212.790.0241 or as a pdf attachment to brookdaleregistrar@yu.edu.  The fax or pdf must include the student’s name, Student ID number, a request to register for 12 credits of study abroad with the name of the host institution, and the student’s signature.

· At CEU
Course listings from prior semesters are available on the CEU website, and the actual offerings for each module are finalized shortly before registration for each module.  Registration takes place online, but only after arriving at CEU and setting up an online student account.  

Evaluation and Grading System
Exam type is determined by the course instructor. Often exams are 2-3 hours in-class exams made of two parts: an open- and a closed-book part. In some cases professors assign take-home papers, interactive exercises, or moot court projects instead of or in addition to an in-class exam.
The CEU Legal Studies Department grading scale is the following. The minimum grade required for transfer is C+. 
	Letter Grade
	Grade Point

	A
	4

	A-
	3.67

	B+
	3.33

	B+
	3

	B-
	2.67

	C+
	2.33

	F
	0.00 (no credit)


The CEU Legal Studies Department requests its professors to use the following grading curve when calculating final course grades:

15 percent of the class A or A-

25 percent of the class B+

30 percent of the class B

20 percent of the class B-

10 percent of the class C+

F does not count on the grade curve.

Exception can be granted by the Program Chairs considering the size of the class.
Credit 
Classes in the Department of Legal Studies work on a one-to-one ratio of transfer credit—12 credits in the Department of Legal Studies will transfer to 12 Cardozo credits.   Only the credits and not the grades will transfer per ABA requirements, and the grades will not count toward honors and awards (such as graduation prizes or degree rankings, such as cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum laude). The acceptance of any credit or grade for any courses taken at CEU, including independent study and other clinical offerings, is subject to approval prior to departure.

Most classes are taught as one-credit courses in seven two-hour sessions over the course of one module. Please note the stipulation above on credit equivalencies for any course taken in the Department of Public Policy.
Transcript

Students must request two copies of their official transcript to be sent to Val Myteberi, Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs, 55 Fifth Avenue Room 1007, New York, NY 10003 prior to departure from the program.   It is good practice to request a personal copy as well for your records.
Language Study

Hungarian language classes are offered by CEU centrally and require an extra fee. For information on foreign language courses at CEU, please visit http://caw.ceu.hu/foreign-languages.
Credits earned for language study are not transferrable to the Cardozo degree.

Housing
CEU students have two options for accommodation in Budapest: to rent an apartment in the city or to opt for accommodation in the CEU Residence Center, on a space available basis.  However, the dormitory is in the outskirts of the city and is generally not available for exchange students.  Most visiting students opt to rent an apartment as rent is generally cheaper than in New York (approximately $500) and the residence hall is not particularly convenient to the classrooms.  There may be an opportunity for students to live briefly in the residence hall while they look for an apartment.  One former student recommends airbnb.com for finding an apartment.  Students will receive relevant information on housing options upon admission to CEU.  Ms. Gyongyi Kovacs: (kovacsgy@ceu.hu) in the CEU admissions may be of assistance in locating an apartment.

Visa
Students remaining in Hungary for more than 90 days must obtain a residence permit within 60 days of arrival in Hungary, which costs approximately $100.  Those staying less than 90 days must register their name and address. CEU will assist exchange students in the proper registration upon arrival.  
Health and Safety

Insurance 
Exchange students should have coverage sufficient for their stay in Hungary.  Insurance may be brought from abroad or is offered through CEU.  For 2014, insurance cost approximately 6500 HUF per month.  Students taking prescription medication should check regulations on transporting their medication to Hungary prior to departure.
CEU has a resident medical clinic with a male and female doctor operating with open hours in the CEU building.  They will refer cases requiring specialists to English-speaking doctors with whom CEU has a relationship.  CEU also has two mental health counselors available to students.
International SOS

Students studying abroad are required to register with International SOS, a 24-hour international medical, security and travel assistance program, which provides local expertise, advice on medical and security pre-travel issues, and emergency assistance during critical illness, accident, or civil unrest.  It is also a one-stop repository for all of your important information, including passport number, emergency contacts, medical history, and so on.  Registration at http://www.internationalsos.com/MasterPortal/default.aspx?membnum=11BYSG000013
is in two steps:

1. Activate your record: This is registration of your name, passport information, and emergency contacts.  You should also include medical history and upload important documents (including a copy of your passport) here.  

2. Register your trip: This is where you put details of your travel outside the United States.  
Cost of Living
CEU estimates that students need to budget an average of $500-$750 per month to cover accommodation costs, costs of utilities, meals, city transportation, instructional materials, some personal expenses and incidentals.  Because Hungary is not on the Euro, the cost of living is cheaper than it is in other European countries.  Food is somewhat less expensive than in New York, but transportation is much less expensive.   A monthly student pass for the metro is less than $20.  

Be advised that CEU will require you to pay a 250 Euro deposit upon arrival, which will be returned to you after you check out provided there are no damages, unreturned books, etc.  See http://www.ceu.hu/studentlife/onlineorientation/costofliving for further information.
Helpful Hints from former Cardozo participants:

· Courses require a great deal of reading and the workload can be very condensed because of the nature of the module system. Be sure to keep up with the reading throughout the semester and don’t save it up until the end.

· Those without background in International Human Rights Law may face a learning curve at the beginning, but it is manageable.

· The module system requires many hours of classes a day—it does not leave room for internships.
· Classes feel more like college courses than law school courses—much less emphasis on cases and more on discussion of issues.

· Overall, a semester at CEU feels less pressured than a semester at Cardozo, though the courses and the workload are challenging and interesting.

· Be prepared for schedule changes up until the time classes begin (and beyond.)
Recommended Links

· Online orientation, with information about arrival and life in Budapest: http://www.ceu.hu/studentlife/onlineorientation 
· http://elvira.mavinformatika.hu/: Website of the Hungarian State Railways, which allows you to look up schedule/fare information and buy your tickets online. (If you buy tickets online, you will be provided a code which you must enter into the blue machines at every train station and this is how you can retrieve your tickets.)

· http://www.bkv.hu/en/: Website of the Budapest Hungarian Transportation Authority, which allows you to plan your route.

· http://studyinbudapest.blogspot.com/  

Contacts
Nora Varro
Special Programs Coordinator

H – 1245 Budapest, PO Box 1082
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