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The School
The University of Amsterdam (Universiteit van Amsterdam) occupies an important place in the history of the city of Amsterdam. The earliest University landmark was the Athenaeum Illustre, founded in 1632 to instruct students in trade, law and philosophy. As the city reached prominence, the University also evolved to be a primary centre for advanced education and research in the Netherlands and in Europe. Most of the University faculties remain located in this historical city centre, including the Faculty of Law and the Amsterdam Law School, located in the Oudemanhuis, or ‘Old Men’s Home’, an historic building dating from 1602.  
With some 3,500 students and 350 staff members, The Faculty of Law of the University of Amsterdam is one of the largest faculties in the Netherlands. It offers students a wide variety of courses and has a strong international orientation, with both a global and a European focus. The Faculty of Law favors an interdisciplinary approach, collaborating with other law schools in the Netherlands and incorporating such fields as economics, psychology, sociology and even health care with the study of law.

The faculty maintains strong ties with the corporate world and many staff members are also legal practitioners. Social engagement is another characteristic of both staff and students, who frequently offer their services to various law clinics.  

Location
From its humble beginnings as a 13th century fishing village on a river bed to it's current role as a major hub for business, tourism and culture, Amsterdam has had a strong tradition as a centre of culture and commerce. With 735,000 inhabitants, it has all the advantages of a major metropolitan centre but with a cozy, small-scale feel.  Set on 160 canals with over 1200 bridges, Amsterdam’s streets are lined with gabled houses, cafes, coffee shops, and outdoor markets.   Thanks to Amsterdam's unique mix of classic and contemporary, the city is now a leading tourist destination, a coveted place to live and a prime spot for business.  Boasting world-class museums, historic treasures, outdoor activities and vibrant nightlife, Amsterdam is one of the world’s most dynamic and enjoyable cities.  Its inhabitants (called Amsterdammers) are perhaps its greatest asset—easy-going, welcoming to foreigners, and often fluent in English.  Like most of the university’s buildings, the Faculty of Law is located in the very center of historical Amsterdam.

Calendar
Students may enroll at Amsterdam Law School in either the fall or the spring semesters, though the fall is preferable because it is the beginning of the school year, the curriculum offers more foundational courses, and the dates are often more compatible with the U.S. academic calendar.  Each semester is broken down into two blocks, which an exam period at the end of each study period. 
First semester is generally September – December with exams in October, December and January.  Second semester: February - May. Exams in March and May-June.
For the latest version of the annual calendar and other timetable information, please visit http://student.uva.nl/law/az/item/academic-calendar-als.html.
The UvA academic year may conflict with the academic year at the home institutions of some American and Canadian exchange students. Students affected by such a conflict may need to take UvA exams at an earlier date than those listed in the normal academic schedule.

3Ls planning to study abroad during their final semester of law school are advised to verify that their proposed program will ensure return home in time for graduation and bar certification, which is generally on or about June 1.

Application
This program is open only to 3Ls. 
Students who are interested to take courses in the field of EU law but without having a background in European Union Law need to take the introductory course in European Union Law. This course is offered twice a year (September and February).  Students who are interested to take courses in the field of international law but without having a background in international law need to take the introductory course in International Law, offered in September only.  If you are planning to attend as a second-semester 3L, please be sure you have completed International Law prior to departure.  
After receiving approval from Cardozo for study at Amsterdam Law School, the selected students must also submit an application to ALS, available online on their website at http://www.uva.nl/en/education/other-programmes/exchange/erasmus---faculty-level-exchange/erasmus---faculty-level-exchange/erasmus---faculty-level-exchange/content/folder/law/application-and-admission/admission-requirements/application-procedure-and-deadlines.html The application must be accompanied by a photocopy of the front page of the passport, a letter of recommendation from a faculty member, a resume, and a transcript of grades.  The Office of Graduate and International Programs will forward these items to the exchange coordinator in Amsterdam. Application deadlines are May 1 for the Fall semester and November 1 for the spring semester.
Language of Instruction
Cardozo students take classes in the LL.M. programs offered in English in European Private Law and in International and European Law. These programs attract students from around the world and generally do not enroll Dutch students.

Courses
The Amsterdam Law School only offers courses in Law at Master's level. The Exchange programme of the Amsterdam Law School consists of English-taught Master's courses in the following fields:

· European Private Law

· International Criminal Law 

· International and European Law

· Public International Law

· International Trade & Investment Law

· European Union Law

· European Union Business Law 

Exchange students may choose from all courses in law offered by the Amsterdam Law School.

· For an overview of these courses, go to the course catalogue.  (http://coursecatalogue.uva.nl/xmlpages/page/2014-2015-en) Use 'Advanced Search' under the 'Search Course' option. Under 'Department', select 'Amsterdam Graduate Law School' from the pull-down menu and click 'search' for the full list of English-taught courses.

· To avoid scheduling conflicts, the Amsterdam Law School advises exchange students to choose their courses within one Master's programme (please see above). Students who choose courses from different Master's programmes run the risk of conflicting classes and exams. Please consult the course and exam schedule before registering for a course.
The standard workload for full-time students is 60 European Credits per academic year or 30 European Credits per semester.  The European Credits Transfer System (ECTS) is based on student workload. Student workload not only involves lectures and seminars, but also self study. Each credit involves a time investment of 28 hours.  European Credits are only awarded if the course has been completed and all required examinations have been successfully passed.

Students who are interested to take courses in the field of EU law but without having a background in European Union Law need to take the introductory course in European Union Law. This course is offered twice a year (September and February).  Students who are interested to take courses in the field of international law but without having a background in international law need to take the introductory course in International Law, offered in September only.  If you are planning to attend as a second-semester 3L, please be sure you have completed International Law prior to departure.  
Credit
Students will receive 12 credits towards the law degree for 30 ECTS at Amsterdam Law School.  In order to receive credit, students must submit their proposed course selections in writing to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs prior to departure, and must confirm their final registration as soon as it completed and while there is still an opportunity to make changes to their schedules.   The acceptance of any credit or grade for any courses taken at Amsterdam Law School is subject to approval, and any changes must be communicated immediately to the Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs.   Only the credits and not the grades will transfer per ABA requirements, and the grades will not count toward honors and awards (such as graduation prizes or degree rankings, such as cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum laude). 

Registration
· At Cardozo
Once approved, students must register during their regularly scheduled registration time for 12 credits of generic study abroad through the Office of the Registrar. Registration must be done in person, via fax to 212.790.0241 or as a pdf attachment to brookdaleregistrar@yu.edu.  The fax or pdf must include the student’s name, Student ID number, a request to register for 12 credits of study abroad with the name of the host institution, and the student’s signature.

· At Amsterdam Law School
Course schedules become available in mid-July for the following academic year.  Students register through an online registration form and send additional documents by mail.  As registration deadlines are strict, students should be sure to register during the assigned registration period. There is an add/drop period during the beginning of both blocks. They also open registration for the second block during the end of the first block, around mid-October. 
Evaluation and Grading System
Grades are distributed on a 10-point scale, with 10 being the highest. The minimum grade for transfer to Cardozo is a 6. The grading corresponds generally to the following scale:
	Universiteit van Amsterdam 
	ECTS Quality
	Recommended

	10-point system
	Assessment

	U.S. grades


	8 < grade < 10
	Excellent
	A

	7.5 < grade < 8
	Very good
	B

	7 < grade 7.5
	Good
	B

	6 < grade < 7
	Satisfactory
	C

	< 6
	Fail
	F


Language Study

Dutch language study is offered for exchange students prior to (at a language school) and during (at the university) the semester you are studying at the Amsterdam Law School.

Please contact the International Office for more information on costs and application procedure. For more information also see the website of the INTT language institute:  http://www.intt.uva.nl/
Credits earned for language study are not transferrable to the Cardozo degree.

Transcript

Students must request two copies of their official transcript to be sent to Val Myteberi, Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs, 55 Fifth Avenue Room 1007, New York, NY 10003 prior to departure from the program.   It is good practice to request a personal copy as well for your records.
Housing
Finding a student room in Amsterdam is extremely difficult and often expensive. Therefore the UvA provides student rooms for international students. The accommodation is located throughout the city and its suburbs. Some rooms are right in the city center, others are at some distance from the center (with a maximum of 45 minutes by public transport). All student rooms can easily be reached by bike and public transport. We offer shared rooms, private rooms with shared facilities and private rooms with private facilities. The room prices vary from € 380 to € 600 per month. All rooms are furnished and the rent includes all utilities like electricity, water, heating, caretaker costs. The rent does not include local taxes and students will be charged a fee.
After you have been admitted to a program at the University of Amsterdam, you will receive an email with a link for the online application for student housing. You are advised to fill in this online application within 5 days after receiving the email.  You will be asked for your preferences and your price range, and you will get an email with a housing option.  You will likely be offered only one choice, and you must accept within the deadline or decline and find your own accommodation.   The student housing facilities of the UvA are limited, therefore filling in this online application does not guarantee placement. 

Students renting accommodation through the UvA/HvA will be charged a fee. This fee is non-refundable. This fee is required to cover the UvA's/HvA’s expenses related to providing the housing service to international students. Applications can therefore only be submitted after paying the UvA/HvA fee by credit card. During the online application, you will automatically be informed about the payment procedure.  Please note that all payments will be made in US dollars corresponding to the Euro amount. Due to currency fluctuations, the amount might be slightly lower or higher.
See: http://www.uva.nl/en/education/master-s/practical-matters/housing/housing.html for more information.
Insurance

Students should have health insurance that covers them while studying abroad in the Netherlands.  See http://www.uva.nl/en/education/other-programmes/practical-matters/insurance/insurance.html.

Visa
All students who have been accepted to a program at the University of Amsterdam have to apply for a visa (MVV) using the priority procedure offered by the University, which takes approximately two months.  You will be contacted by the university in order to begin the permit application process.  This permit requires a fee of approximately $500.  Students who are citizens of the USA do not need the visa in advance to enter the Netherlands. Information on requesting a residence permit once you are in the Netherlands can be obtained through the International Office at Amsterdam Law School.  See http://www.uva.nl/en/education/bachelor-s/practical-matters/visas-and-permits/student-residence-permit.html
Cost of Living
Though this varies with personal habits, during your stay in Amsterdam you can expect to spend between 950 and 1,400 euros per month on living expenses.  Rent is likely to be less than what you are used to in New York; restaurants and daily expenses may be equivalent or more.  See http://www.studeren.uva.nl/finance/object.cfm/3F4C3C60-20FF-4D79-939E2173821E961A

Helpful Hints from Former Cardozo Participants

· Take advantage of the university housing if possible.  Finding independent housing can be challenging and expensive.

· Avail yourself of the services of the International Student Network Amsterdam, and independent organization designed for foreign students.  They hold a very helpful orientation program and a number of events throughout the semester.  
http://www.isn-amsterdam.nl/amsterdam/index.html

· Bring warm clothes—it can feel like winter weather even in November.
· Have access to a city map at all times.

· Use a Lebara pre-paid sim card for your phone – much cheaper.

· Helpful websites:

· Skyscanner.net – consolidated search of low cost airlines and hotels

· 9292ov.nl – The HopStop of the Netherlands; There’s also an App you can download to your phone
· Marktplaats.nl – Classified ads similar to craigslist (Note: In Dutch – Use Google Chrome Browser to translate)

· Justeat.nl – Online restaurant delivery order site like SeamlessWeb
· thuisbezorgd.nl/en/ - Another food delivery service (in English)
· Xe.com – Up to date exchange rate information

Contacts

Froukje Jonkman
International Office Amsterdam Law School
Universiteit van Amsterdam
Faculteit der Rechtsgeleerdheid  
Oudemanhuispoort 4-6 | 1012 CN Amsterdam
T 020 525 3472
E aexp-fdr@uva.nl
www.student.uva.nl/lawstudents
Program Director: Professor M.Y.A. Zieck, Vice-Dean, College of Law and Graduate School[image: image1.wmf]
� The ECTS grade interpretation is based on the information in the ECTS User’s Guide, European Commission, 31-03-1998


� The scale used here is based on information of 1) the Netherlands Organisation for the Internationalization of Higher Education (Nuffic), Department of Credit Evaluation 2) World Education Services, International Grade Conversion Guide 3) Information of the Netherlands America Commission for International Exchange (NACEE)





Office of Graduate and International Programs
Room 1007  T: (212) 790-0361 myteberi@yu.edu

